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New “ouchless” IVs less stress for chlldren

ractitioners in U8, hos-

pitals place more than

26 million intravenous

{1V} eathoters o year,
Ouch!

In some cases, partioularly
when it comes to children suf-
foring from dehydration due to a
flu or stomach vires, when it can
often Lake multiple “sticks" to sue-
cessfully place an IV in a vein, this
can be an extromely unplensant
experienas for child and parent.

Now, however, al Jersay Clty
Modical Center and a relative
handful of other hospitals around
the country, Emergeney Depart-
ment doctors and nurses are

shek children by ad-
ministering Mulds subcutaneously
{under the skin) with the use of
Hylenex, the first and only hiuman
recombinant approved by the Food
& Drug Administration for infants

&

MEDICAL UPDATES

tissue beneath the skin more per-
mesble (capable of being passed
ﬂmﬂ:h]md:hhum-hﬁm

fluids to be more
mdll:.rnhnrhﬂnﬁnﬂmb]md
vegzals,

"For many childeen, the worst
punufthuhupmmadmuah
the placement of the IV," said D,
Michael Bessette, Director of the
Emergency Department at Jersoy
City Medical Center.

“Even with the most skilled
emergency professionals, it can
mean several unsuccessful at-
tempts, whirh ands in soreaming
children, anguished parents and a
toam of doctors and nurses needed
ta hold the ahild down in order to
ingeret the TV, In nddition to the
emotional trauma, it often means

the patient.” _
Hylenex, while the parent
bmgs the child, an ER doclor or
nursé places & catheter in the.
child’s upper back — o part of the
bady where they are less likely to
foel puin wod thers is Tittlo likeli-
hood of the ehild teying to pull it
out = without the need to secure a
wedn for treatment initiation,
The process of placing the cath-
eter and the fluid takes
only a couple of minutes, whireas
it talkes an average of 45 minutes
with the use of an TV, Hydration

IV intor be iwadiod (o adadnliter

medication to the patient, It will
b pasier to place afier the patlent

is hydrated.

ABOUT
DEHYDRATION
can oceur in

the loss of more fluids than are
being taken in (such as in the
onse of vomiting and/or diarchea),
Acute gastroenteritis, which leads

200,000 hospitalizations annu-
ally, b & common problem, but it
can also be due to the seasonal or
HINI flu,

A delay in treatment can pos-
sibly lead to a greater degree of
dehydration. signs of
dehydration i i child wha
i tired, restless and in-
vreastngly thirty; has a dry mouth
and tongue, and/or has slightly
siindeen even. Since these children

usually can't keep anything down,
and so taking fulds orally is not
ari option, the use of TV was the
only choioe until now, Al Jersey
City Madical Center, which began
using Hylenex in October, children
as young as o month-old have been
treated with the engyme,
“Hylenex avolds the pain and
distress of multiple needle stioks,
which benefits children and their




